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Hi Everyone 
 

Running a bit late for the Spring newsletter and there’s quite a bit of news as well so just a snippet of the History 
Snippet on Uncle Bill (William Light). 
 

News 
 

Catapult 
The catapult is probably familiar as a medieval siege weapon and as a fun ‘toy’ at Wirra Wirra winery to hurl water 
melons as far as they can, using a trebuchet there, a particular type of catapult. 
 

 
Wirra Wirra Trebuchet (Image courtesy Drinkster) 

 

Catapult is also the name of a mentorship program offered by Guildhouse and funded by the Ian Potter Foundation. 
I’m pleased to advise that artist and poet Dr. Maarten Daudeij has been awarded a Catapult with Karl Telfer and 
me as joint bi-cultural mentors. Based at L50K, Maarten is spending time there and over time will come up with 
something responsive and creative. I look forward to the outcome. 
 

L50K Creative Residencies 
After calling for Expressions of interest the inaugural residencies for 2020 have been selected with six participants: 
Carlotta Brunetti Visual artist 
Leigh Corrigan Visual artist 
Sasha Grbich & Kelly Reynolds Visual artists 
Megan Spencer Podcaster 
Ash Starkey Filmmaker & photographer 
 
They will be at L50K at varying times of the year. Again I look forward to what promises to be broad ranging 
creative outcomes and story telling. 
 

Visitors 
In September L50K hosted a visit to the Willunga Basin by Dr Birgit Scheps-Bretschneider, Curator of the 
Australian and South Pacific Collections, and Gabriele Richter, Assistant to the Director, Grassi Museum, Leipzig, 
Germany. They were in Adelaide as part of a visit to Australasia discussing the potential return of artefacts held in 



their collection to traditional owners. It was a packed afternoon concluding at sunset at the Happy Valley Cemetery. 
Why there will be the subject of a future history snippet about the missionary Samuel Klose and Ebenezer Farm. 
 

 
Gabrielle and Birgit at the Ngaltingga wirra Aldinga scrub lookout 

 

Gatherings 
L50K hosted two gatherings regarding local issues and  the cultural landscape of the Willunga Basin: 
 
Washpool Land Consolidation 
At the invitation of Karl Telfer and Georgina Williams, Senior Custodians, about 35 people gathered under the full 
moon in September to consider ways to support the Washpool consolidation and prevent the sale of land along 
Button Road as hobby farms. Most Willunga Basin community groups and three political representatives were in 
attendance. It was resolved to approach the Premier, who is also Minister of Aboriginal Affairs, about the issue and 
a letter signed by all groups and the custodians was delivered to Parliament House by Karl. We await a response. 
 

  
Georgina speaking as the moon rose 

 
Yitpi Foundation Forum 
Organised by Dr Maarten Ryder the forum topic was ‘The Willunga Basin/Willangga Yerta: A Bicultural Landscape’. 
Speakers were Karl Telfer, Georgina Williams and myself. Over sixty people gathered on top of the sandhill to hear 
about and discuss the concept of a bi-cultural landscape, its history and future. Most importantly, it was also to be 
sitting in and be surrounded by what was being discussed. 
 

 
On the way to the forum at the Sandhill Shelter 

 
Public Speaking 
As well as the activities outlined I gave four talks in October on the Willunga Basin cultural landscape to the: 
. Yankalilla & Districts Historical Society 
. McLaren Vale Biodiversity Project AGM at Paxton’s Wines 
. James Busby International Wine Tour at Gemtree Wines 
. Adelaide Central School of Art 
 Information can lead to action; and we have much to do on ecological and cultural regeneration down here. 



Other Stuff 
 

The Kaye Gang hit Branson Track 
One way to tell a story: 
In a brazen daylight raid, the infamous Kaye Gang hit the northern bank of the Branson Track. Leaving a murder of 
corflute guards in their wake, the real impact of this daring deed won’t be evident for years. The local Landcare 
officer said: 
‘Never in the history of this locality have we witnessed such an act of green bravado. Stories will be told under the 
majestic canopies for generations to come’. 
The raid was over in just six hours, the gang seen leaving the vicinity in a white double cab truck. Not fully content 
with this raid and its impact it is said they are planning more. Gang boss, Ben Bushman announced: ‘This raid was 
just part of a series planned over the whole of the Willunga Basin. We’re aiming for a more substantial reward for 
our efforts. The Kaye Gang is young; they’ve got many more raids ahead of them. 
Local residents are advised to be on the lookout. Approach armed with a smile, tea, coffee, biscuits and cake. 
Another way: 
As mentioned previously, I’m working collaboratively with Natural Areas Conservation, City of Onkaparinga, to 
regenerate the closed road reserve (Branson Track) into a linear woodland. Council unexpectedly had about 200 
seedlings available this season so on 23 July there was a Council planting day. And all of the young planters’ first 
names commenced with a K sound thus my nickname, the Kaye Gang. We did a walk and talk around L50K to 
introduce the gang to the concept of a bi-cultural cultural landscape. 
 

 
The Kaye Gang on the Swamp Deck (with coordinator Leanne) 

L to R: Krystal, Caitlin, Katie, Leanne, Kurtis, Calum. 
 

Akka Dakka Yacca - What does it Matter? ‘It’s a long way to the stop when you want to plant and 
remould’. And where is Boolcoomatta? 
 

The Kaye Gang raid led to another plant out, this time by the Yacca environmental youth group on Sunday 4th 
August. Kurtis and Calum are also members of Yacca and along with coordinator Saskia and others they quickly 
stepped forward to get the last 125 seedlings that just turned up at L50K into the ground. Again we did a walk and 
talk around L50K to introduce them to the concept of a bi-cultural cultural landscape. After four seasons of 
plantings, that day was the last for the structural planting of L50K, yippeee; there will be ongoing infill, replacement 
planting etc. but the vegetation pattern is now set out and just has to grow. Alice, the youngest on the day at 14, 
planted the last seedling, below. 

 
L to R: Calum, Ida, Mitch, Monica, Kurtis, Saskia and (kneeling) Grace 



Based in the Willunga Environment Centre, Yacca ‘creates an outlet where young people can connect to 
environmental projects in a way that allows them to learn about environmental issues, make a positive contribution 
and feel a sense of worth and importance.’ To be applauded and supported. Yacca is a common name for the 
Grass tree Xanthorrhoea semiplana, love em, but in this case Youth And Community in Conservation Action. 
 

PS: Boolcoomatta is 463 km north-east of Adelaide and 100 km west of Broken Hill. It is a mulga woodland bush 
reserve owned and managed by Bush Heritage Australia. And as C J Dennis prosed in A Song of Rain: 
 

Patter, patter … Boolcoomatta, Adelaide and Oodnadatta, Pepegoona, parched and dry, Laugh beneath a dripping 
sky. Riverina’s thirsting plain Knows the benison of rain. Ararat and Arkaroola Render thanks with Tantanoola For 
the blessings they are gaining, 
And it’s raining—raining—raining! 
 

Happening in the Hood 
 

Maslin Creek Swamp Land Managers Group 
I’m also pleased to advise that a Maslin Creek Swamp Land Managers Group is being formed under the auspices 
of the McLaren Vale Biodiversity Project, a wine industry and community collaboration. For details about the 
Biodiversity Project see https://www.mclarenvalebdp.com.au/. 
The objectives of the voluntary group Swamp Group are to: 

. Better recognise the unique ecological value of the swamp 

. Better recognise the cultural value of the swamp 

. Provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and knowledge 

. Facilitate individual and group swamp management (i.e. revegetation, weed control, etc.) 

. Facilitate whole of swamp coordinated programs (i.e. fox control etc.) 

. Facilitate swamp awareness and education initiatives 

. Facilitate swamp management funding initiatives 
 

Several land owners/managers have indicated their participation and some on–ground planning has already 
commenced for next planting season. Update soon. 
 
PS. 2019 Landcare Awards: Both the Biodiversity Project and the Yacca Youth Group were presented with 
awards at the recent Sate Landcare Conference in Bordertown. Congratulations. 
 

Free the Trees 
I’ve mentioned this program before, the eradication of feral olives, ash etc., from around indigenous vegetation. 
There is some work happening on the Maslin Creek upstream from L50K on Malpas Road. Quite spectacular. 
 

  
The sounds of chainsaws are welcome at times 

 

History Snippet (Part 1) 
Colonel William Light ‘Uncle Bill’ (1786-1839) 

 

South Australia’s founding Surveyor-General, Colonel William Light, was a remarkable man. Born in Kuala Kedah, 
Malaya, in the colonial settlement of Penang, he was the illegitimate son of an English father, Francis Light, and 
Eurasian mother, Martinha Rozells. His life time achievements were based on merit, not silver spoons. 
 
Karl Telfer, Senior Custodian, and I call him Uncle Bill in affection and admiration. L50K project archaeologist 
Keryn Walshe shares this affinity. 
 

Why Uncle Bill? 
Because of his ability to read landscapes or Country, along with his other personal attributes and behaviour during 
the colonisation process. 

https://www.mclarenvalebdp.com.au/


Whilst terribly unfortunate for Kaurna people (an understatement), Light did select the best site for the 
establishment of the new British province and its capital. He had opposition at high level, Founding Governor 
Hindmarsh (The Buffalo Buffoon) in particular. But as Light said of his decision ‘I leave it to posterity and not to 
them, to decide whether I am entitled to praise or to blame’ (full quote later). 
 

His Parents 
Light’s father was Englishman Francis Light, and his mother was Eurasian, Martinha Rozells, believed to be of 
Malay/Portuguese descent. She is also known traditionally as a Princess of Kedah. His father, the illegitimate son 
of William Negus, a Suffolk landowner, and Mary Light, a serving girl, served four years in the British navy, went to 
India in 1765 and became a trader in the seas around Siam, Malaya and Sumatra. While living on Junkceylon he 
urged the East India Co. to take over the island of Penang from the Sultan of Kedah in return for protection. The 
Company agreed to do this in 1786 with Light as the first superintendent. 
 

Light’s mother was born around 1762 and named Martina Rozells to accentuate and highlight her European 
identity. She kept the Catholic religion of her mother and spoke Thai, Malay and English. 
 

His Upbringing 
William lived in Penang (Pulau Pinang) until the age of six. At that time it was an infant settlement and he would 
have had the ability to interact with both his indigenous surrounds and the native Malay people during his formative 
years. Aged 6 he was sent to England to be educated by his father's friend, Charles Doughty, of Theberton, 
Suffolk. In 1799, aged 13 he entered the navy as a volunteer and thus commenced his military training and service 
on land and sea. (To be continued next newsletter) 
 

     
Believed to be Martinha Rozells                    William Light, self-portrait, c1839 

 

First Flowering 
Quite a number of the juvenile plants are flowering for the first time this year, bloody bewdy. 
 

     
Cross-leaf Honey-myrtle                              Silky tea tree                                      Bottlebrush 

 
Cheers      Gavin 
 

Contact and Information 
Gavin Malone: gavindmalone@gmail.com          Website: lot50kanyanyapilla.com 
 

Project Partners and Supporters 

          Timelapse Adelaide 
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